
Policy	and	Legal	Division 

Purpose: 
 
To	 ensure	 a	 corporate	 policy	 environment	
for	 DL&PP	 and	 its	 stakeholders	 which	 en-
courages	 consistent	 and	 legitimate	 corpo-
rate	decision	making	and	complies	with	rel-
evant	 PNG	 Legislations	 and	 National	 Gov-
ernment	Policies. 

OUR	CONTACTS 
 

Director	Policy	and	Legal	 301	3126 
Personal	Assistant  301	3119 
Manager,	Policy	Analysis 301	3132 
Policy	Ofϐicer   301	3127 
Manager,	Legal	Services 301	3122 
Legal	Ofϐicer	Corporate 301	3122 
Legal	Ofϐicer	Litigation  301	3118 
Legal	Ofϐicer	Litigation				 301	3120 
Para-Legal	Ofϐicer  301	3121 
Legal	Secretary	  301	3133 
Manager,	Projects	  301	3148 
Projects	Ofϐicer  301	3124 
 

Policy	and	Legal	Division	 
Department	of	Lands	and	Physical	Planning 

PO	BOX	5665,	BOROKO 
National	Capital	district 

 
Fax:	301	3299 

Website:	www.lands.gov.pg 

 Policy	development:-	Facilitates	a	sound	
policy	framework 

 Providing	 brochures:-	 To	 assist	 &	 cap-
ture	all	DLPP	processes	and	procedures	
are	 making	 them	 available	 to	 DLPP	
stakeholders. 

 
3.	Special	Projects	Unit		 
 
 Monitor’s	 projects	 under	 the	 National	

Land	Development	Program.	 
 
 Management	of	Special	Projects:-	Effec-

tive	resolution	of	issues	requiring	a	pro-
ject	approach. 

 
 Devolution	of	powers	to	the	Provinces:-	

Empowering	 Provincial	 Government	 to	
manage	 their	 land	by	 the	devolution	of	
the	Physical	Planning,	Land	Administra-
tion	and	Customary	Land	functions	and	
Land	Information	Functions. 

 



ROLES	AND	RESPONSIBILITIES 
The	 Policy	 and	 Legal	 Services	 Division	 com-
prises	 of	 three	 different	 units,	 the	 roles	 and	
responsibilities	 of	 each	 division	 are	 stated	
accordingly	under	each	respective	unit. 
 
Legal	Services	Unit 
 Monitor	 and	 ensure	 that	 DL&PP	 main-

tains	a	sound	legislative	framework.	 
 Represent	 the	 Department	 and	 Ministry	

in	 the	 Supreme	 and	 National	 Court	 and	
further 

 Specializes	in	providing	appropriate	legal	
advice	to	DLPP,	the	general	public,	statu-
tory	 bodies,	 Government	 Departments,	
various	 stakeholders,	 the	 Minister,	 the	
Secretary	and	all	staff 

 
Policy	Analysis	Unit 
 Ensures	that	the	Department	has	a	sound	

Policy	and	Legislative	framework.	 
 Reviews	 policies	 of	 respective	 Divisions	

to	 ensure	 that	 they	 comply	with	 the	De-
partments’	 overarching	 policies	 and	 the	
National	Governments	Policies.	 

 Drafts	new	policies	which	are	relevant	to	
current	scenarios	experienced	within	 the	
department,	ensuring	a	clear	understand-
ing	of	stakeholder	requirements	. 

 Publishing	 all	 the	 necessary	 processes	
and	 procedures	 manuals	 concerning	 the	
department’s	 ofϐicial	 activities	 and	 poli-
cies. 

Policy	 and	Legal	 Services	Division	 is	 the	
Division	 responsible	 for	 providing	 Legal	
services,	analyzing	new	and	existing	poli-
cies	and	managing	special	projects	with-
in	the	department.	 
 
However,	 its	 core	 function	 is	 to	 provide	
sound	 legal	 advice	 and	 policies	 to	 the	
Ministry	 and	 Department	 of	 Lands	 &	
Physical	Planning	to	ensure	that	the	Min-
istry	 and	 the	 department	 are	 working	
within	 the	 framework	 of	 our	 Constitu-
tion,	relevant	Act	of	Parliament	whereby	
providing	 efϐicient	 services	 to	 our	 citi-
zens	and	our	internal	stakeholders.	 
 
The	Division	is	further	a	champion	of	the	
National	 Land	 Development	 Program	
whereby	all	our	policies	and	 laws	are	 to	
be	 aligned	 to	 this	program	so	 as	 to	pro-
vide	 land	 to	 be	 accessible	 for	 develop-
ment,	whilst	ensuring	our	land	rights	are	
guaranteed. 
 
The	Division’s	aim	is	to	improve	efϐicien-
cy	 and	 service	 delivery	 within	 the	 de-
partment	 through	 the	 proposed	 amend-
ments	that	have	been	recommended	and	
through	the	drafting	of	new	policies	and	
reviewing	 our	 current	 or	 existing	 poli-
cies. 
 

Special	Project	Unit 
This	unit	is	assigned	to	take	responsibil-
ity	 of	 managing	 all	 the	 Projects	 within	
the	 Department.	 It	 also	 ensures	 that	
DLPP	completes	projects	on	a	timely	ba-
sis	within	budget	and	ensures	objectives	
are	 achieved.	 It	 further	 assists	 in	moni-
toring	 Provinces’	 performance	 of	 Land	
administrative	 functions	 and	 works	 to-
wards	 devolving	 the	 functions	 to	 the	
provinces.	 Another	 important	 role	 that	
Special	 Projects	 Unit	 plays	 is	 to	 liaise	
with	stakeholders	to	establish	a	working	
relationship	 to	 assist	 DLPP	 where	 re-
quired. 
 
TYPES	OF	SERVICES	PROVIDED: 
 
1.	Legal	Services	Unit	 
The	 following	 are	 the	 types	 of	 services	
provided 
Legislative	review:-	Review	 of	 appropri-
ate	 legislations	 relating	 to	 Land	 and	
Physical	Planning 
Legal	Services:-	providing	 the	 best	 possi-
ble	legal	advice	and	representation 
 
2.	Policy	Analysis	Unit	 
 Stake	 holder	 liaison:-	 Facilitates	 the	

Understanding	 of	 stakeholder	 re-
quirements 

 Research	 and	 analysis:-	 Facilitates	
the	 Understanding	 of	 current	 issues	
pertaining	 to	 Land	 and	 Physical	
Planning 


